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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to the catechetical year of 2022-2023! We at St. Rose of Lima thank you for entrusting us with

the religious education of your children. It is our great honor to provide a means by which the beautiful

doctrines of Catholicism may be spread. It is also our honor to have a wonderful team of catechists this year, all

of whom are devoted to the achievement of that end.

That being said, we remind you of the unique bearing that you have on your children’s religious

education, which trumps any bearing that catechists may have. St. Pope John Paul II writes:

“The family's catechetical activity has a special character, which is in a sense irreplaceable. [...]

Christian parents must strive to follow and repeat, within the setting of family life, the more methodical

teaching received elsewhere. The fact that these truths about the main questions of faith and Christian

living are thus repeated within a family setting impregnated with love and respect will often make it

possible to influence the children in a decisive way for life. The parents themselves profit from the effort

that this demands of them, for in a catechetical dialogue of this sort each individual both receives and

gives.

Family catechesis therefore precedes, accompanies and enriches all other forms of catechesis. [...] Thus

there cannot be too great an effort on the part of Christian parents to prepare for this ministry of being

their own childrenren's catechists and to carry it out with tireless zeal.

In essence, please remember this: nothing we do here will ever be as significant as what you do or don’t

do at home. What is far more important than anything else, more important even than the contents of this

handbook, is that you provide a good example for your children. For their sake, as well as your own and that of

the entire Catholic body, please take them to Mass and reaffirm—by word and deed—what they learn here.
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INFORMATION

Course Calendar

See below. Please note that ceremony and rehearsal dates are not listed in the course calendar, because

these must be determined later on by the clergy. Please also note that “Hall/Classr.” is listed under “Location”

because parent classes take place in the Parish Hall at the same time that First Communion classes take place

in the school classrooms. Your children’s exact classrooms will be specified by an email notification.

Date Event Time Location
09/10/22 Orientation 9:00am - 10:00am Parish Hall
09/25/22 Session #1 9:15am - 10:45am Hall/Classr.
10/09/22 Session #2 9:15am - 10:45am Hall/Classr.
10/23/22 Session #3 9:15am - 10:00am Hall/Classr.
11/06/22 Session #4 9:15am - 10:45am Hall/Classr.
11/20/22 Session #5 9:15am - 10:45am Hall/Classr.
12/04/22 Session #6 9:15am - 10:45am Hall/Classr.
01/08/23 Session #7 9:15am - 10:45am Hall/Classr.
01/22/23 Session #8 9:15am - 10:45am Hall/Classr.
02/05/23 Session #9 9:15am - 10:45am Hall/Classr.
02/19/23 Session #10    9:15am - 10:45am Hall/Classr.
03/05/23 Session #11 9:15am - 10:45am Hall/Classr.
03/19/23 Session #12 9:15am - 10:45am Hall/Classr.
04/02/23 Session #13 9:15am - 10:45am Hall/Classr.
04/16/23 Session #14 9:15am - 10:45am Hall/Classr.
05/07/23 Session #15 9:15am - 10:45am Hall/Classr.
05/21/23 Session #16 9:15am - 10:45am Hall/Classr.
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Parent Expectations*
All parents are expected to conduct themselves to the best of their ability, in accordance with the ethical

code outlined in this handbook. All policies are contained in this handbook (see Table of Contents, pg. 2).

You and/or your spouse must:

❖ Check your email regularly

❖ Guide your children to meet our Student Expectations (see Student Expectations, pg. 5-6)

❖ Have your children attend the 16 course sessions (excused absences apply, see Attendance

Policy, pg. 6)

❖ Have your children dress modestly for any and all events at St. Rose of Lima (see Dress Code,

pg. 13)

❖ Have your children complete all homework and at-home quiz assignments

❖ Attend the parent bible studies which take place in the Parish Hall while First Communion

classes take place in the school classrooms, as was already made clear on our website

❖ Pay the full registration fee for your children’s course by November 18, 2022 (see Payment

Policy, pg. 6)

❖ Drop off and pick up your children on time, at the door of their classrooms

Disclaimer: St. Rose of Lima School of Religious Education and its staff do not assume

the responsibility of your children if they are dropped off outside classroom premises.

Furthermore, your children will not be permitted to meet anyone anywhere outside

classroom premises (such as in the parking lot) for pick-up.

❖ Attend Mass with your children on all Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation

*Failure to meet any of these expectations will necessitate remedial assignments and/or a parent-teacher

meeting, and may even result in your children receiving no credit for the course.

Student Expectations*
All students are expected to conduct themselves to the best of their ability, in accordance with the ethical

code outlined in this handbook. All policies are contained in this handbook (see Table of Contents, pg. 2).
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All students must:

❖ Pay respectful attention to catechists

❖ Display reverence during prayer and discussions about God

❖ Complete all homework and quiz assignments

❖ Participate properly in all activities.

*Failure to meet any of these expectations will necessitate remedial assignments and/or a parent-teacher

meeting, and may even result in your children receiving no credit for the course.

Student Learning Outcome
By the close of this catechetical year, every student should:

❖ Be able to recite the Sign of the Cross, the Our Father, the Hail Mary, and the Glory Be prayers

❖ Be familiar with the mystery and Persons of the Holy Trinity

❖ Know the purpose of earthly life (to know, love, and serve God and be with Him in Heaven

someday)

❖ Know the stories of Creation, the Fall of Man, and the life of Jesus Christ (including the

Incarnation, the Passion, the Resurrection and the Ascension)

❖ Understand the definition and purpose of the Catholic Church

❖ Understand the definition and purpose of sacraments

Attendance Policy
All parents and students are asked and firmly expected to prioritize this First Communion course.

Students must attend all 16 course sessions unless legitimate, extenuating circumstances cause them to be

absent (see Course Calendar, pg. 4). Please note that legitimate, extenuating circumstances do not include:

sports activities, birthdays or three-day weekends.

If your children are/plan to be absent from a course session, you must email us to specify the

circumstances that caused/will cause their absence (see Contact Information, pg. 7). If we recognize the

circumstances as legitimate and extenuating, then the absence will be excused.  Failure to email will result in

the absence not being excused.
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We permit a maximum of 3 absences per child. If your children accumulate more than 3 absences,

they will receive no credit for our course, regardless of extenuating circumstances. To receive their First

Communion, they will have to retake our course the following year.

Payment Policy
All parents are asked and firmly expected to pay the full registration fee of $100.00 per child. We are not

charging a fee for your children’s reception of First Communion; sacraments are a free gift from God. We are

charging a fee to cover the cost of all administrative expenses. If your financial situation renders you truly

unable to pay, please contact the Religious Education staff with your specific needs.

A minimum deposit of $50.00 was due at the time of registration online. If you did not pay it online, you

must pay the minimum deposit of $50.00 by September 25, 2022, when classes begin.

The full deposit of $100.00 is due by November 18, 2022. If you paid the minimum deposit at the time

of registration, you must pay the remaining balance of $50.00 by November 18, 2022.

All payments must be made online at https://strosesv.com/religious-education.

Dress Code
All male students must wear sleeved, plain shirts with unripped pants, jeans, or shorts of a modest

length.  Shirts with text or graphic designs, tank tops, and ripped pants, shorts or jeans are not permitted by St.

Rose of Lima School of Religious Education.

All female students must wear sleeved, plain shirts with unripped pants, jeans, shorts, or skirts of a

modest length. They may also wear any dresses which reach to the knees and cover the shoulders. Shirts with

text or graphic designs, tank tops, ripped pants, shorts or jeans, and short shorts, skirts or dresses are not

permitted by St. Rose of Lima School of Religious Education.
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Contact Information
❖ Lucy Bolognino, Director of Religious Education: dre@strosesv.com

❖ Angela Whalen, Co-Director of Religious Education: re@strosesv.com

❖ Religious Education Office: 818-526-5513, Ex. #201 (Subject to change)

Thursdays, 1:00pm – 3:00pm

Fridays, 3:00pm – 5:00pm

Saturdays, 9:00am – 11:00am

❖ Rectory Office: 805-526-1732

Monday-Friday, 9:00am – 8:00pm

Saturdays, 9:00am – 5:00pm

Sundays, 8:00am – 4:00pm

The best and most effective way to contact us is by emailing both dre@strosesv.com and

re@strosesv.com. We are not always available to take phone calls, and the phone system sometimes goes out of

order. Drop-ins to the Religious Education Office are only acceptable during office hours, listed above. If

you would like to ensure that you can meet someone, please schedule an appointment.

If you cannot come in to the Religious Education Office, please leave us a note at the Rectory Office.
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CONCLUSION

Thank you for your careful attention to the contents of this handbook!

Family Prayer

O dear Jesus,
I humbly implore You to grant Your special graces to our family.
May our home be the shrine of peace, purity, love, labor and faith.
I beg You, dear Jesus,
to protect and bless all of us,
absent and present,
living and dead.

O Mary,
loving Mother of Jesus,
and our Mother,
pray to Jesus for our family,
for all the families of the world,
to guard the cradle of the newborn,
the schools of the young and their vocations.
Blessed Saint Joseph,
holy guardian of Jesus and Mary,
assist us by your prayers in all the necessities of life.

Ask of Jesus that special grace which He granted to you,
to watch over our home at the pillow of the sick and the dying,
so that with Mary and with you,
Heaven may find our family unbroken in the Sacred Heart of Jesus.

Amen.
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