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The Liturgy of the Word is arranged in the following order: The 

First Reading from the Old Testament, the Responsorial Psalm, 

the Second Reading (only on Sunday and greater celebrations), 

the Gospel Acclamation (an Alleluia or another chant), and a 

reading from a Gospel.  After these readings come the Homily, 

the Profession of Faith (the Nicene Creed), and the General 

Intercessions or the Prayer of the Faithful).  

On Sunday and holy days, we usually have three readings.  As 

mentioned earlier, the first reading comes from the Old 

Testament; the second from the writings of an Apostle, and the 

third from a Gospel.  

The Lectionary is the sacred book that contains these three 

Scriptural readings.  In the Lectionary, the order of readings for 

Sundays and solemnities extends for a period of three 

years.  Each year or cycle is marked with a letter—A, B or 

C.  Currently, in 2009, we are in Cycle B, and so are all years 

that are a multiple of three of 2006.  For weekdays, the cycle is 

only for two years, designated by Year I for odd years and Year 

II for even years.  2009 is an odd year, so we are in the weekday 

cycle of Year I.   

Each of these cycles for Sundays and for weekdays runs its 

course independently of the other.  This arrangement provides 

texts for every day of the week throughout the year. 

There are also proper readings for the celebration of the 

saints.  In some cases, the readings correspond to biblical 

passages that mention the saint (as in the case of the Apostles or 

St. Barnabas or St Martha) or about an event in the saint’s life 



that the Mass is celebrating.  Other cases feature readings that 

bring out one of the special virtues or aspects of the saint’s 

spiritual life or apostolate. 

By following this plan of arranged readings through the year, the 

treasures of the Bible are made fully accessible to the faithful.  

Do you know that if you were to celebrate Mass every day over 

a three-year period that you would hear almost the entire Bible 

proclaimed to you?  In reality, despite what some say, Catholic 

Christians hear more of the Bible proclaimed at Mass than our 

Protestant brothers and sisters in their worship services. 

Also by following this arranged plan of readings, all the faithful 

everywhere throughout the world are able to hear the same 

readings on any given day. This makes us truly Catholic. 

The readings of God’s word are always to be read from the 

ambo or the lectern.  Before each reading, there may be a 

concise introduction to help the faithful better understand the 

background and context of each reading. 

 


