
THE BEAUTY OF THE MASS—16 

  

In the previous weeks, we covered the Entrance Rite of the Mass which 

serves as an introduction into the Liturgy of the Word. This Sunday, I 

will continue the Explanation of the Mass with a commentary on 

the first major part of the Mass called the Liturgy of the Word.  

  

After having welcomed our Lord with joy in the Entrance Procession 

and purified our hearts through our contrition at the Penitential Rite, we 

now are ready to listen to Jesus.  

  

Like the Apostles at the Last Supper, we too sit down.  Our Master Jesus 

Christ is going to speak to us—by means of the sacred readings from 

Scripture.  By faith, we know that when the Scriptures are read in the 

Church, God Himself is speaking to His people, and Christ, present in 

His own word, is proclaiming the Gospel. 

  

The Liturgy of the Word serves as an introduction for the Eucharistic 

liturgy. When the faithful hear the Word of God, they should realize that 

the wonders it proclaims culminate in the paschal mystery, whose 

memorial is celebrated sacramentally in the Mass.  The mystery of 

salvation is announced in the Mass with the proclamation of the 

Word.  Then, afterward, during the Eucharistic liturgy, what has been 

announced becomes a reality.  In other words, the Liturgy of the Word 

announces and explains the saving action of Christ, and the Liturgy of 

the Eucharist brings to fulfillment what has been announced with the 

Word. 

  

The central theme of the readings is always Christ.  All the readings—

both of the Old and New Testaments—are oriented to Christ. We will 

get to know Christ better by listening attentively to the readings of the 

Holy Scriptures.  By carefully listening to the Word of God and 

reflecting upon it, we will realize who and how Christ was, what He said 

and did, what He expects of us, and how we are to go about 

accomplishing the mission He entrusted to us. 



  

The Word of God that the Church proclaims not only tells us what 

happened in the past, but also what is being accomplished and fulfilled 

today, here and now, because God continues His work of salvation 

through the ministry of His Mystical Body. 

  

So, if we are to grow in the knowledge of the written Word of God, we 

must prepare ourselves through research—studying with our minds—

and through reflection—a careful, prayerful listening with our 

hearts.  By reading, meditating and studying the Holy Scriptures, we will 

develop an active life of prayer and a greater intimacy with God.  

  

St. Jerome once said, “Ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance of Jesus 

Christ.”  This ignorance leads to an ineffectual life because God’s word 

is living and powerful.  The Word of God has the power to transform, 

modify and change the face of heaven and earth.  It not only announces 

and communicates a powerful message of wisdom, but it also produces 

the effect wanted by God.  When we hear God’s word with attention and 

openness, we will not be the same people we were before.  The Word 

will captivate and transform us. 
 


